PROCEEDINGS 
of  the 

SECOND  .ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE 
BROTHERHOOD  OF  CARPENTERS  .AND 
JOINERS  OF  AiaiRICA 
Held  At 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

August  1st  to  5th,  1882 


On  Tuesday  no  mingy  Aug*  1,  1882 »  the 
Seoond  Annual  Conrention  of  the  Brothers- 
hood  of  Oarpentere  and  Joiners  of  AMrioa 
asseabled  in  New  Rational  Theatre »  10th  It 
, Callowhill  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa«  The 
Reception  CoMiittee  appointed  by  Fhila«* 
delphia  Union  N6«  8  did  their  utiaost  for 
the  ooBfort  of  the  guests. 

We  here  give  a  brief  synopsis  of  the 
proceedings : 

At  10:45  A.  Urn 9  Tuesday,  Aug.  1,  Pres- 
ident Bdaonstonp  Washington,  D.  C,  called 
the  Conrention  to  order.  P.  J.  UoOuire  of 
Hew  York  officiating  as  Secretary. 

President  Sdaonston  appointed  the 
following  Cooaittee  on  Credentials: 

Bros.  Allen,  Orubbs,  Walton,  Billings-* 
ley  and  Gregg. 

The  coMdttee  reported  the  following 
delegates  present  and  entitled  to  seats: 

Washington,  D.  0,,  Darid  Oregg. 

JTos.  7.  Billing8ley< 

Cincinnati,  0.    Aug.  Brethauer, 

J.  A.  Leininger. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.    P.  7.  UcOuire. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  J.  D.  Allen, 

W.  P.  Bberhardt, 
jTas.  3.  Orubbs. 
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BuffalOp  N«  T.9  J.  C.  Boheldor, 

Sdw«  Reiuanp 
Wm.  Ulokoy, 

Olovalandp  0.^    John  liadden. 

Kansas  City^  Uo.^  John  B«  Walton. 

3t«  IfOulSp  lio«9  Caspar  Hasp. 

XndlanapoliSp  Ind.,  J»  K.  T/hitaslda. 

HaAlltoiiy  Oan.9  Thos.  W.  Soott« 

CaMdan^  N.  J.^  H.  H.  Wilson. 

Ghioago,  Zll«9  J.  P.  lloOin/iay, 

L«  Em  Paka, 
Lm  B.  Sohnaldar. 

Tolado,        U.  J.  Thoapson. 

Baltlaorsp  lid.    John  MoCartnay. 

nrantont  H«  J.    Laonco^d  Brown. 

Boston^  Mass. 9  John  Glasby* 

■aking  19  oitias  and  24  dalagatas  prasant. 

Haw  Orlaans  and  San  Vranoisoo  sant 
lattars  dasiring  promlas.  Toronto  aiM 
Uilwaukaa  sant  lattars  of  sympathy. 

Kanslngton  alaotad  a  dalagata^  but  ha 
was  unabla  to  attand.. 


3. 


In  th«  oases  of  the  Fraaere  Unions 
of  New  Tork  and  Brooklyn ,  It  was  deolded 
that  they  be  not  adaktted  until  they  first 
pay  up  ail  back  dues  and  reinstate  then- 
seires  la  the  Brotherhood. 

RRUAinHT  OROANIZATIOH 

President  Idaonston  appointed  the 
followlns  Standing  Comlttees: 

Presidents  Report  -  Bros.  Schneider ^ 
RelBan»  McOlndley,  McGartney  and  Clasby. 

Ooaplalnts  and  Orlerances  -  Bros.  Alleni 
Oreggf  Broimt  Thoapson  and  Schleder. 

Constitution  -  Bros.  BUllngsley,  Alleni 
Pake»  Whiteside  and  Walton. 

Good  of  Broth^ziiood  •    Bros.  Kaddeny 
Scott 9  Lelnlnger^  Brethauer,  Orubbs. 

Susanlaous  TotSp  a  tilegraa  of 
ng  was  sent  to  the  AaaXgaaated  Iron 
and  Steel  Workers »  then  In  conrentlon  at 
Chicago. 

President  Xdaonston  next  read  his 
annual  address  irtilch  rsTlmred  the  mark  of 
the  year.    The  address  was  rery  able  and 
eoaprehenslTe  and  elicited  the  heartiest 
applause.    Zt  vlU  be  published  In  full 
In  the  pamphlet  proceedings. 

Pres.  Bdaonston  then  appointed  the 
following  Oonalttee  on  Rules i 
Bros*  Walton.  Bllllngsley^  Pake,  Orubbs 
and  Bberhardt.   Adjourned  until  3  P.  ll» 
At  that  hour  the  conTentlon  reassembled. 
On  the  report  of  the  Oowdttee  on  Oca«- 
plaints  and  Orlelrances  the  conTentlon  en-  » 
dorsad  the  actlom  In  reroklng  the  charters 


of  No.  ^  and  Ho.  4  and  In  oonatitutlns 
Union  No.  21  from  both  thaso  unions.  Ad- 
Joumod. 

8B0QHD  DAT*S  SBSSZOM 

The  3aorotary*8  first  annual  report 
was  read  and  r ef err sd«    The  report  contains 
a  aaas  of  useful  statistics  and  inforsation 
which  will  be  found  in  the  official  report 
soon  to  be  published. 

Oonrention  adAoumed  until  2  P.  M«t  ^ 
giTO  ooasdttees  tiM  to  work.    At  2  P.  If. 
conTention  reassembled^    Tarious  com- 
mittees reported.    It  was  decided  to  ia- 
crease  Secretary's  salary  to  $20.00  per 
week  and  that  social  gatherings  be  held  by 
the  umionsy  but  be  left  optional  with  them^ 
and  that  public  meetings  be  held  monthly 
to  discuss  the  labor  question.    A  special 
Oommittee  on  Bndowhment  was  apppintedx 
Bros.  McOindley,  Clasbyp  Oregg^  Schieder, 
and  Thompson.    Adjourned  until  next  day. 

nZRD  DAT'8  8X8SX0N 

ConTention  assembled  at  10  A.  U.. 
Thursday.    All  present  except  Bros,  wegg 
and  Vilson.    Com.  on  Sndownment  reported. 
Com.  on  Brotherhood  also  reported,  and 
defined  piece«»work»  sub«»contract,  soabSt 
and  good  standing  membership.    These  re- 
ports consumed  considerable  time  in  die- 
onssion  and  were  finally  recommitted  to 
we  oooaittees.  the  debates  on  both  reports 
were  exceedingly  exhauetiiwi  4nd  interesting 
Adjourned  until  2  P.  11.  when  et  that  hour 
the  conTention  reassembled;    all  delegates 
preeent  except  Oregg.    The  conTention  then 
adopted  a  ritual  for  all  local  umions. 
The  Com.  on  ccmstitution  reported  a  rcTleed 
general  constitution. 


The  oonsldoratlon  of  these  ohanges  ln-> 
Tolved  much  time  and  finally  the  old  oon- 
atltution  y^aa  amended  In  the  followine 
reapeota:    That  the  ExeoutlTe  Board  ahall 
oonaiat  of  the  Prealdent  and  71rat  and 
Second  Vioe*Preaidente«    And  that  there 
ahall  be  In  all  B  Vice  Prealdenta  and  each 
whall  be  a  Diatriot  Organiiser.    A  ayaten 
of  Quarterly  working  oarda  vaa  adopted. 
All  oarda  and  auppliea  are  to  be  obtained 
from  hdadquartora.    The  oonatitutione  both 
general  and  looal  aro  to  be  printed  in  one 
book 9  with  role a  of  order  and  ord«r  of 
bualneaa,  and  in  both  Bngliah  and  Oeman. 
They  are  to  cost  $5  por  100.    Carda  one  dol* 
lar  per  100;  propoaition  blanks  and  other 
aupplias  are  also  to  be  fumlahed  at  lowest 
rates.    The  Oeneral  Secretary  ahall  aend  a 
quarterly  circular  to  the  local  uniona,  and 
ahall  not  publiah  financial  reporta  any  lon- 
ger in  THS  GARPSNTSR.    Adjourned  to  meet  at 
7:30  P.  U.  at  9th  St.  and  Springgarden. 

The  erening  aeasion  openAd  at  appointed 
place.    All  preaent  except  Gregg.    The  re- 
vision of  the  constitution  waa  continued  . 
Capita  tax  was  increased  to  5  cents  per 
■onth  and  for  this  each  aember  will  receive 
one  copy  of  the  official  journal  each  month 
by  mail.    Only  one  chartered  union  shall 
exiat  in  the  aame  city  and  looal  uniona 
shall  use  their  own  option  in  organising 
branches.    The  question  of  strikes  was 
thoroughly  discussed  and  occupied  the 
erening.    Adjourned  long  after  midnight. 


FOUHTO  DAT^S  SK3SI0H 


On  Friday  at  8t30  A.  U.  the  oonTentlon 
was  oalled  to  order.    The  Sndoiiment  plan  vac 
taken  ub>  and  It  was  resolred  that  the  death 
benefit  be  fixed  at  $2 50.009  and  that  the 
BOA  of  ten  cents  froa  eaoh  members  aonthly 
dues  be  set  aside  in  the  local  unions  as  a 
sinking  fund  for  that  purpose.    And  that 
said  plan  go  into  effect  Senteaber  1,  1882 , 
but  no  benefits  paid  until  Janueury  1,  lM3f 
and  that  a  jseaber  oust  be  six  months  in  the 
Brotherhood  and  not  sore  than  three  souths 
in  arrears  to  be  entitled  to  benefit.  Zt 
Has  further  resolred  that  any  aeaber  per«* 
aanently  disabled  shall  be  entitled  to  flOO 
dioability  benefit. 

The  next  queBtion^  which  acre  than  all 
others  aroused  the  interest  of  the  delegates 
Has  the  subject  of  equalisation  of  funds. 
The  plan  was  adopted  by  a  rote  of  12  to  10 
but  not  having  the  required  two  thirds  did 
not  beeoae  law. 

Adjourned  until  2  P.  U. 

At  2  P.  H.  oonTentlon  reassejsbled;  all 
present  except  Oregg.    It  was  resolred  to 
refer  the  question  of  equalization  to  the 
faTorable  consideration  of  the  local  onioas 
and  the  delegatee  be  instructed  to  agitate 
the  subject  and  that  the  official  journal 
shall  do  the  saae  with  a  Tiew  to  action  in 
the  next  oonTentlon. 

In  order  to  ooTer  those  who  take  with** 
drawal  cards  and  then  coaalt  soae  act  in 
Tlolation  of  our  laws,  it  was  unaniaously 
resolTed  that  a  aan  once  a  aeaber  is  always 
a  aeaber  until  death  or  expulsion,  and  that 
a  withdrawal  card  be  an  eTidenoe  that  the 
holder  is  an  honorary  aeaber,  subjeot  to 


tha  laws  cmd  rules  of  the  Brotherhood. 

Conmlttee  on  Tfaye  and  ^ana  then  ooia-' 
pleted  Its  report.    The  report  atated  the 
coomlttee  had  examined  the  booke  and  f Inan- 
oial  acoounta  of  the  Secretary  and  found 
them  correct.    It  favored  reaoTal  of  head* 
quarters  to  Philadelphia  and  also  proposed 
a  plan  for  a  nine  hour  aovanent,  all  of 
which  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constita-* 
tlon  was  resumed.    The  question  of  mileage 
for  delegates  was  settled  so  that  each 
union  shall  pay  the  expanses  of  Its  own 
delegates.    The  Initiation  fee  was  fixed  at 
a  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  and  the 
monthly  dues  not  less  than  25  cants.  Unions 
may  charge  more  If  they  so  choose  and  can 
adopt  sick  benefits  or  other  features  for 
such  extra  dues  and  this  they  are  to  regolat 
In  their  own  by«*laws.    Sach  unloa  has  the 
right  to  make  its  own  by-laws.    The  strika 
laws  were  amended  in  many  respects  and  the 
strike  pay  will  be  $5  Tor  married  men  and 
$4  for  single  men,  and  only  one  strike  in 
the  Brotherhood  shall  be  allowed  at  a  timm* 
Piece  workers  are  to  be  expelled. 

Sleotion  of  officers  being  next  in 
order,  0.  Sdmonston,  Washington,  D.  0.  was 
recommended  for  President,  but  politely 
declined. 

John  u.  Allen,  Philadelphia,  Pe«,  vae 
then  elected  President.    As  ilro.  Sdmonston 
retired  from  the  Chair  a  rising  Tote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  him  by  acclamation  for 
his  efficient  serrices  as  president  during 
the  past  year. 

The  balance  of  the  officeri  ares 
1st  Tice--President,  7.  P.  MoOin|ley,  Chicago, 
111.  •  2nA  Tice^-Pres.,  John  Clasby,  Boston^ 


Mass.t  3rd  Vioe-Pres.,  Tbos.  ^.  Soott, 
Hamiltont  4th  Ylos-Pras.^  John  UoOartMjp 
BaltlAor«p  Ud.p  5th  Tioe-Pro0.»  Xdward 
Owensy  San  Franolaoo,  Cal.»  (by  aoQla»a- 
tion)  6th  Vioa-Proa.t  Wa.  Hiokay^  Buffalo^ 
N.  Y.p  7th  Vloa-Preaident • y  Aug.  BrtShauar, 
Glnolnnatiy  0..  8th  Vio«--PrMid«nt. »  J.  K. 
W^ltosidOp  ZndianapollSp  Znd.,  (by  aooluMi- 
tlon) • 

Oenaral  Secretary .  P.  J.  UoOuire  of 
New  York  (by  aeolaMatlon)  • 

After  three! ballota  Olnoinnatl  was 
ohosen  ae  the  plaoe  for  holding  the  con* 
rention  in  1833. 


Gonrentlon  adjourned. 

At  7:30  P.  M«  oonyention  re-aaaeabled 
at  9th  St.  and  Sprlngftarden^  all  present 
except  Gregg.    0.  SdAonston,  Washlngtonp 
D.  0.  was  aleoted  by  aoolajaatlon  as  dele- 
gate to  CleTeland  Labor  Congress  which 
aeets  next  NtoTember.    A  unlbm  local  con- 
stitution was  adopted  for  all  locals. 
Resolutions  were  then  passed  recooaending 
locals  to  fom  councils  of  building  trades 
and  eAploynent  bureaus  attached »  also  that 
local  unions  aake  suits  at  law  for  wages 
due  a  brother,  that  local  unions  be  in- 
corporated under  State  laws  to  protect 
their  funds,  and  that  they  agitate  the  nine 
hours  aoTeaent.    On  action  of  a  Ghicago 
delegate  the  Philadelphia  Labor  World  was 
deniunced  as    untrustworthy  and  dangerous. 
The  action  of  Ms ton  Carpenters  union  in 
joining  Massachusttts  State  Tederation  of 
trades  was  approTsd.    Also  the  aMate 
jaeaorial  of  the  Washington  trades  federa- 
tion was  heartily  endorsed.    Thanks  were 
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then  extended  to  Philadelphia  Union  Ko*  8 
for  its  oourtesiea. 

Buffalo  delekatea  pledged  their  union 
to  adTance  enough  funda  to  do  all  neoeaaary 
printing  at  onoe.  Adjourned* 


Firai  DAT* 8  SS8SI0N 

Oonvention  met  at  9  A.  If.  Saturday  at 
Ooaaercial  Hotel.    The  abaenteea  were  Oregg 
and  Walton.    500  oopiea  of  Prooeedinga  were 
ordered  printed.    **Labor  Omnia  Tincit**  waa 
adopted  aa  the  motto  of  the  Brotherhood. 
It  waa  decided  to  add  two  more  pagea  to 
"The  Carpenter**  and  to  inoreaae  the  amount 
of  German  matter  aa  aoon  as  funda  permit. 
The  admini at ration  of  General  Secretary 
Mo^uire  for  the  paat  year  waa  unanimously 
endoraed. 


ConTention  adjourned  sine  die. 
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